7      The Special Train
Right after the solemn funeral services a most unedifying spectacle began, everyone plotting against everyone else.
Colonel Sokolov had withdrawn to the dining room with the representatives of the Polish administration. While the hissing of the blowtorch used in sealing the coffin resounded through Wiesenstein, the Russian urged the Poles not to cause any further difficulties.
"And who will bear the cost of transportation out of the country? Who will pay for the special train?" The Poles remained stubborn.
Colonel Sokolov did not lose patience. "You provide the trucks to Hirschberg and the special train. The expense will be taken care of by us."
The Starost's representative cried, "Warsaw will have to decide that! Why should we be responsible if our rolling stock is stolen in Germany?" The Polish Communists did not trust their Soviet comrades.
The colonel rejected the insinuation. "When the Soviet military administration orders transportation, it is responsible for the safety of the equipment."
Finally, one of the Poles declared that the house had to be taken over that very day. "The Ministry of Justice insists that I live on the premises."
"You can do that as soon as Wiesenstein is vacated," replied the colonel.
Then the spokesman for the Ministry of Justice at long last played his trump card: "The Hauptmann house will be placed at the disposal of the League for Russo-Polish Friendship.* Their work is also important to the Soviet Union."
Colonel Sokolov was silent. Finally he was able to arrange for the postponement of the seizure until after the widow's departure.
* According to Charles Wassermann  (Europe's Forgotten Territories, R. Roussell, Copenhagen, I960) the house is now being used as a children's home.
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